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Foreword 


T HE OFFICE OF EDUCATION has long been inter- 
misd in the development of public libraries as agencies 
to further the educational progress of the Nation, Be- 
gmji; ug with 1870, it has twued at intervals statistical oom- 
piktioos on the status of the various type* of libraries. 
Marking a change in that program, the comprehensive col- 
lection oovenng basic data for fiscal 1939 was devoted ex- 
clusively to public libraries m was also the one treating fiscal 
1945 statistics. This current study, which dads with 1950 
statistics, a thus the third in a new Series designed to set * 
forth at regular intervals the status of public * libraries 
throughout the United Btatos, 

These national analyses have proved useful to educators, 
library adinimstra tors, governing boards, appropriating 
bodies, professional assooia tions , and others interested m the 
devalopmant, efficient management, and full utilisation of 
theM educational agenda^ This , compiktion of 1950 data 
aho carries some comparisons with statistics in previous 
studies, which may be helpful in noting tr en d s 
The completion of the tabulation of the 1950 data has 
been delayed, first, by the diversion of much of the statistical 
activity of -the Service to Libraries Section to work on the 
controlled material* program during 1951 and 1953, Mid, 
second, by unusual budgetary difficultly. 

Warn* O. Rkbd, Galjin Jotrw, 

A*#wte*t< Cbmmistkmsr, Director, Inetmctvm, 
Dm^tjaBUmd OryammHcm, and Ssndo** 

Local School System* Branch 

j H«8*ar 8. Conrad 
C&itf, Research and gotuHaU Standard* 
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INTRODUCTION 


“T, 


TO HREE .PUBUC LIBRARY property supported BnJ 
amimnsUred, proridaa * fundamental community service . . yhe 
htwy with ite vanou* mmcm m b**c to the processes of education 
rvcreatwn, and Ih* dissemination of information. 1 ’ 

TTj* fangoag' statement by * recto t Sanaia committee ! mik« 
^sptKualiy appropriate tbe rmdeentury ooUectioo of statistical fact* 
*T? the wwnt status of lb* puhlie library, a uniquely American 
uy»tituiaoo which caw into being about 100 years ago. Chocked* 
l<1U f t *7? prrnM “ quadrennial compilation*, 1 » three data gathered 
at the mid point of the twentieth century also make possible tome 

measurement of trends in the development of public librarirem the 
Umt«d mmim, - - * 

Ah«wot ware sought to the fcBowing question* covering the fiscal 
year which ended during 1950: 

1. How many public library systems are operating in the 
united Stat^i? 

9 How large are the od^tmn* of books and related Ubrarv 
teatermb? ) 
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3, How great is their use? x 

4 Mi at is the annual amount of public- library income and what 
are the sources? 

6 For what purposes and in what amounts are public library 
incomes spent? 

6, What sizes of staffs and what levels of workers are operating 
these libraries? 

( , SS mt mites of population groups are these* libraries serving? 
s ^'hat sizes of geographic*! areas are these libraries serving? 
« What is the cri-ont of bookmobile service? 

10 What are the units of support for public libraries? 

Since the fiscal years of public libraries end at .various times during 
the year, varying not only from State to State but also within a State 
itself, the responding libraries were asked to submit the data for 
• their fiscal year which ended during the period, January 1 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1950, w " ' 

DEFINITION OF THE TERM "PUBLIC LIBRARY' 







PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTIC®, 1930 - 3 

* 

The report form ww distributed to the individual public library 
systems in the United ^States, either directly or through the nffi^i 
hUM hbT *ry agency, depending ujkA the preference expressed by the 
^ncy Of the 48 State library agencies, 21 elected to have the 
Omee o. Education dew directly with, the individual libraries The 
remaining 27 agencies asked to have the forma sent in hulk to them 
l0r distribution to the libraries. Under this latter procedure, 20 
agenc’es requested the reporting library to return the completed 
form directly to them for shipment later to the Office of Education • 
the other 7 instructed the individual library to send the stetistical 
data direct to the Office of Education. 

^ individual public libraries were edited in the 
Loire of education for discrepancies, omissions, and miainterprete- 
tions. State reports were consulted for verification, and inquiries 
were add reesed to the reporting kmtiiuUom whm nmmmrfr* Of the 
completed import* received, only a relatively small number were 
defective. The good quality of the response is probably the result of 
tne continued use of the form by the Office of Education m its cmad- 
renmai collection of data and by some of the State agencies of their 
aimual^coiiection of statistics from local public libraries After the 

rmal editing 01 the forms, the data were punched on cards for machine 
tabulatroo, 

Thme tabulations furnish the basis of the State summaries and the 
distribution tables which appear with comments and interpretations 
m the following pages. In order to* aid the analysis of the current 
horary situation in the various sections of the United States, the tables 
have been arranged by regions according to the United States Bureau 
ot tne census grouping ratter than alphabetically by States. Beaidm 

tottw for the continental United States, the tables also carry r^ond 

totals. v ^ 

Inasmuch as the compilations for 1945 and 1930 warn baaed on date 
comparable to those for 1950, tables indicating trends have also been 
prepared. In addition, a compilation has been made of selected date 
on -Mote library agencies (table 16), since they render in many mam 
wnat amounts to general public library service. 

Some of these 1950 statistics, gathered in 1951, found eariv oublica- 
tion in two preliminary circular* issued by the Office of Education; 

SUrtMtei flf Pubik Ubtvks is Citk* With PotKiUUGi* erf lOOOOO or 

for 1W, With Outnfwmtiira Bummarks /or 1945 to 1949. Cireulw 
Jttiy iWi, 

Sta^Ue* crfPubHe Libncrtw CW« WHh PopuUikm* of 5G,0o0 to 99.999 
foriwjo. C^-enUr 899. April 1983, 

In addif^ri, many special eompilattm* of the data have bean 

daring tte past 3 Jtetey i m administrate 

“da, horary surveyors, ^reltejoail associations. *n4 oommercUd 
Ofgaaiaattmi. 
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COVERAGE AND RESPONSE 

The number of public library systems operating in tie continent**- 
t wted state* in 1950 was 7,477, This totel was compiled by using 
State lists o, public libraries, library directories, and Federal Govern! 
ment mailing liste. In the oount, branches and robbrenchre w*re 
considered not as individual libraries, but as forming one system 
Thus the 78 branches, mibbranchre, and central budding of the 
Cleveland Public Library were recorded not as 78 libraries but as mat 
one system. In county library systems, however, affiliated local 
libraries were counted as individual unit* if they retained their in- 
dependence of management, such as their own local governing boards, 
control of local book funds, appointment and control of staff and 
separate record keeping. 

To the request for 1950 data, 8,105 public library systems in the 
contmental United State* submitted reports, of which §>028 were 
usable; 49 had insufficient data; and 2S showed an inactive status-- 
an 81.6 percent return in 1950 as compared with an g' 1.3 percent 
return in 1945 and an 83.4 percent in 1939. 

ixuae observation* are in order concerning the ooverage j>y 

these reports. On toe basw of atetietica gathered br'llie America 
^brary Association from the official State library # ageo««, the 4 S 
btatos currently have approximately 30 million person* without eecere 
to local puuiic library service. If tbU figure is added to the approri- 
mate 1 15 million persons served by libraries covered in Ode report fin 
wmch special care was taken to prevent any duplication of population 
swvea;, a total of 145 million are accounted for out of the lftl raiQioa 
population in continental United State. (1950 Cairn) . In otter 
w?jrdm f h mppmm to mmums umi th# ptmmi emuptim^km 

coren ail but 8 miffimi {about 4 percent) of Urn population who 
presumably nave public library service in the United State* That 
toe libraries not included in tins compilation of 1950 statistic* serve 
omy a small proportion of the total population is further home out b» 
a random examination of the nonnwpondmg libraries. Moat of Item 
are located in the small towns and villages. 

From Uie outlying parte of 0** United State*; S reports were 
reeved: 3 from Alaaas, 4 from Hawaii, and i from Puerto Rioo. 
ne uaeussum of three Territorial librarire will be found on page S3. 

As m toe previous year*, a number of toe reporting Uhrerire did not 
answer ah toe question* on toe form. For instant*, some did not 
submit ngurre on the lending of volumes for home vm -othm &d not ‘ 
report oata on the number of perrons mastered fear bon ^m books 
ter teme «e; and a few ware m* aMato** 

one mmpum ttefate 14), each of the aummar/tablre ecctesa* a 


Unfortunately, the response to toe qore&xw os Hbrerv rorrips to 
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youth .was m alight that no agmfictot "tabulations could be made. 
Opportunity wag given for replies to 15 items on this phase of library 
activity. A similar situation prev&Ued in the asm of the 1945 compUa- 
tioB. At that time, contrary to a statement in a proftswonal pubhea- 
uon by a library leader in 194? that no question* were asked about 
work with youth, the statistical form actually presented opportunities 
to mpoH on nine items relating to that segment of the population. 


NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 


The question, "How many public library systems are opera tina in 
the t mted States?" is amwwed^y a tabulation of the H*tA (table 1) 
Reliable purees show' a total of 7,477 public library system^ in oon- 
tinentdl United -States. Lai hie returns to the nationwide inouiry 
totaled 6, «8. Ofibeee, 1,302 were in the East North Central r^joa 
(Uhio, Indiana, HUaois, Michigan, and Wisconsin); 1,254 in the West 
North Central (Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, Sooth 
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas); and 1,010 in the New England 
, Th * submitting the largest number of reports to the 
Office or lumcation wm New York with 498, followed in cider by Iowa 
wi J 329, by Massachusetts with 208, and Michi^i with 205.’ 

The classification of public library system* by unit of financial 
support (table 1, columns 4 to 13) yielded some information of ,ig. 
nmeaace to the student of administrative control. On the basis of 
repbM, the responding institutions were grour~-3 into 10 categories 
b«^u on mm umt o; support: City or town, tcvi*5 ip, ached district 
ornnty, ngml, tityvtowaship, rity-oounti <ty-schod district! 
independent or saihste of a oounty-iibrary system, and other 

or misoslkspsoua. 


Pot the most part, names of the units of support just dencribed are 
probably *eif-Mpl*nsu* 7 , but several possibly need some darifica- 
lion. For example, the school -die tract type is one of the oldest in the 
United States bemuse the New Y«k 'State L^slatnre in 183? 

dbt^mUfavm to be med by both adults and children. The move- 
msn^sprssd to several other States, reached a seek about the middle 
of the nineteenth mntiary, thm defined, and in many osaea disap- 
sntirdy. Except ia a jew mstacees, the jjftg 
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it mtfesr Own a nnmdpdtty* 
mmf b m&t a mmVfealfiOti s£ 

•3 an ^j£-t gain a broader hss* of wryjwrt The 
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hyphenated type, such as city-township, city-county, and city-achcd 
distoict, are likewise the result of several political subdivision* joining 
together to support a public library system* The type called inde- 
pendent branches of county library systems is composed of that 
group of town or small-city libraries’ which have affiliated themsalrre 
with the county library system, in order to gain the benefit* of special- 
ized advisory service®, technical processing, access to larger collections 
oi library materials, and other advantages. They" retain their 
independent management. 

The category “other’" includes libraries supported chiefly by 
womens club®, associations, or endowment, but giving free publ>c 

According to the 1950 statistic®, the predominant unit of financial 
support was still that of the city, town, or village, the number of such 
cases being 3,775, or 62.6 percent of the total. The type in which the 
county formed the unit of support followed with 524 so classified, or 
8.69 percent of the total; the school-district type was third with 322 
cases, or 5.34 percent; and the city-county type, fourth with 309, or 
5.13 percent. 

ime county, regional, city-county, city-township, city-school 
district, and the independent branches of county library system® may 
be said to represent the movement toward establishing Ia^er unit* of 
financial support. Taken together, they number 1,229 systems or 
20.4 percent of the total. - 

The school-district public literary m concentrated in a few States— 
Ohio with 154, New York with 95, and Michigan with 38. Each of 
the other States ha* only a few example# of this type of unit ©f support. 

Smce accessibility is one factor in the rendition of adequate local 
public library service, the number of service outlets is significant. 
According to the returns, there were 11,135 branches, mtbbranefeea. 
•ad central libraries in continental United State* (table 1, column 14) 
information waa sought also concerning the number of Ubmry station* 
m operation, but the apparent varying interpretations of the term Hy 
toe respondents made H inadvisable to tabulate and poblito the 
-ipuw on this i tom. As defined on the report form, a library 
'fia a place from which books we distributed but at which there is ah 
permanent collection or library staff.” Stations are located usually 
m schools, hospitals, priaona, and other inatitutiona, and could be 
conservatively estimated as totaling 28,000. In addition to the 
s^wrwe outlets previously motioned, account should be taken of the 
603 bookmobile* which carry seme# to people on the outskirte of a 
community or to or part of a county (table 14), and also of the 
famiftie* of the State library agencies (table 18). 
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wOUik hTOLK OF PUBLIC UBkAkY SYSTEMS 

nil y fc . th l ck>86 of tbe fi 90 * 1 y«4r ending w 1950, the 6,028 reporting 

United States owned a total of 

^r^d^fjl 10068 n Ub e 2 ‘ t coIumn 6 >- D urmg that fiscal year, 
C ? lle f lon3 b y Porchwe and oti#F means a total of 
9 '°, '°°° vu(Uiae8 In the report form, the term ’Volume" is defined 
« my pnnted typewritten, mimeographed, or processed work 
t«imd qj unbound, which has bee^ cataloged or fully prepared for use." 

•n iq^kTL lihTimm posset 124,675,000 volumes; 

U f ip U ft 0J t t volumes. This represented an increase 

!‘ M n f r m t 1939 to 1 945, and of 14.6 percent from 1945 to 
19o0. Cur the nscai year which ended during 1945, the reporting 

TOlu ““’ “ d fa lhe ^ *•" 

l^V) i e iA 2 Sl ,0 ^° V ° 1UIli,W C ? t&med in P ubbc bbnu -y coUections in 
19 tK,,^5,uou volumes were classified as adult books and &.084,COG 

T JUVe “ ue ‘. iu < ^ diWon ' *» undistributed total (i. e., not broken 
uown ujto either adult or juvenile) of 52,902,000 volumes was reported 

*h ^ juvenile holds for the undistributed as for 

\* 4 ln uted * tnc total of adult volumes would be 106.304,000 and 
that for juvenile volumes, 36,627,000. 

The per capita figures for book stock afford only a crude measure of 

the relative availability of public library books m the vario^ut!* 

arm regions stable 2, column fl). Such an index must be used with 

^ factors enter, such as the age of the 

, ®*» °f population, sire of the geographical area, and 

^ The American Libmry Association 

‘ *?*? t0rmula ^ minimum standards on the number of books 
needed per capita : 1 

*° IUln “ *** raplU in * P ublie Bbr*fy should meet the 
s *. . l im y at ri*odsrcUf shown jn the following table; 

*m**rn*m*im m 

f~SSo 3.6 up to 35,000 vols. 

ilSTSSfr™'*** * li«° * 70,000 vob. 

« - 30 «P to *^,000 vote. 

— ^5 «P * 300,000 Toto.\ ’ 

5^m*^.:::::c:::::::::::;: g* to , ' 000 ' 000 roto - 

JM Eu, 5’. h * of inter^t to eiaminfl de current 

Ja 1BM ' *0 MUc librmry .ftUnM in 
toe with populations of 100,000 or more owned 1.07 bocks 
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capita; 1 in the 50,000 to 99.999 group of cities they possessed 1.45 
per capita * » 

In 1950, public libraries numbeHng 6,028 served a population of 
114,966,000 with 1.24 volumes per capita (table 2, column 6), In 
1945 the corresponding per capita figure was 1.4, and in 1939 it was 
1.3. On the basis of these figures, nd Improvement bas taken pi aw 
during the past 12 years in the per capita book holdings of public 
libraries. 

The wide variations among the States and regions in number of 
volume® owned per capita by libraries are worth noting. In 1 State, 
library service was being provided with a per capita book stock of 0,5 
or lew; in 16 States, with from 0.51 to 0.99; in 22 States, with from 
1 to 1.99; in 6 States, with from 2 to 2.99; and 3 States, with more 
than 3 books per person, In 17 of our State*, the dommunitiw 
served by public libraries had on the average less than 1 book per 
person available, and in only 10 States wus the number more than 2 
book* per person. 

' A study of the book-per-espita ratios by regions shows tbit the 
imputation in the West North Central region has the largest number of 
bool® per person, 1.70, The East North Central region followed 
with 1.43 books per capita and the Mountain region with 1.40, 
The lowest number of books per capita was found in the JBaet South 
Central region, which served its population with 0,60 book per person. 

In aU eases, the per capita figures are based on the population 
reported as served by the local public library and not On the total 
population of the State as given in the 1950 census. 

NUMBER OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES. DISTRIBUTED 
BY NUMBER OF VOLUMES 

»■ t : . ~iz y ' ; * - 

The number of volumes in a public library is a rdbgh measure of 
its potential capacity for adequately serving its community. Al- 
though quality of the collection and the rate of growth are important 
elements, neverthelese the more books a public library haa, the greater 
are the chanoes that tbs needs of its community witt he last. Ac- 
cording to fibrasy authorities there is, furthermore, a minimum below 
which the sue of a book collection. should not fall. Upon this point, 
the American Library Association has stated t 

Ths tr^stsmai *ia« at book «to*k of u; pubik library, as an bwfe- 
ptodwrt wait, sfaoukl 4 be 6,600 voiwass raprUsss of the jnjnlifliiii 
is md* . . ~ . .. 


otrevi th, m. }*& an. 
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U spit* of this statement, 2,332, or 38.7 percent, of tie public 
hormries in the continental United States contained fewer' than 8,000 
volumea (table- 3>, Further examinatko by sise of the book ool- 
i action shows that 2,692, or 44,7 percent,, owned 8,000 to 24,999' 
volumes; 683, or 11,3 percent, contained 25,000 to 89,999 volumes; 
191, or 3.1? percent, had from 70,000 U> 149,999 volumes; and 130, 
or 2,15 percent, were libraries with 150,000 or more, In tbU last 
group there were 32 libraries with 500,000 or more volumes 
l%e trend in the sue of collections owned by public libraries w 
revealed in the following percentage table: 
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Tha comparison of the percentage* shows that there has been a 
decrease in the percentage of puolic libraries operating with book 
stock* Mow the figure (6,000 volumes] declared by library authorities 
as the min i m u m for s*iiafactoiy aervioe. On the other hand, there 
b« been a amah increase, perhaps nothing more than normal, in the 
percentages of the number of libraries falling in the higher brackets 
of book stock*. ' , 


MOLDINGS OF MISCELLANEOUS STOCK 

IN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

, ' •' % ,-•* 1 ’ 4 * 

la arti«d« and add ress a s, librarian* have gone on record that the 
stock of the modern public library should not be confined only to the 
printed word, but should include other media of communication. 
Accordingly, in this coUeeti on of data for 1950, ao effort was made to 
ftthor s tates ti cs on the library holdings of faunas, prints, slides and 
tiimstri pa, mieroihns, Stem, sad sound recordings (table 4). In addi- 
tioo, data w*f«**igfct oa m&pe and qa c a tal o gsd pamphlet*. 

To this first attempt to obtain such information, 1,133 library 
systems indicated that they had aoabook materials to serve their 
communities. Aecovding to their returns, they owned the following 
ooobook materials: %0n fils* (titles); 52,523 microfilms (iitins); 
mim end fifaMripa; 0^00 sound recordm**; tad 8.052,184 
m*£pgm ' 

:'! l 5 a sr- ^ (tttki), iMttVtM'**** bribe 

* Atlshde rMoa, composed of Hew Toric,' New 

2fx*Kj t Una. l asasiylfania, Fellowfcg with «,QS8 titles was the East 
North -CkfttiM, ^hlch includes (Afe, Isdisaa r Illinois, Michigan, mid 

yikimmry? ■ • 
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Tb« iargret holdings of slides and filmstrips, 86,731, were reported 
in ih* East North Central region. New England followed with 38,321 . 
In the ease of sound recordings, the East North Central region again 
led with * total of 103,058. The Middle Atlantic Stat m were next 
with 78,788, 

For photographs, pictures, and print*, the Middle Atlantic States 
showed a total of 3.188,000 piece*. New England States followed 
with 1 ,476,000. Of the nine regions, the West South Central recorded 
the least number, 68,795. 

REGISTRATION IN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

In 1950 a total of 5,162 public iibrarnw reported 25,361,000 regis- 
tered bosJTOw ertr, that is, persona who had made formal application 
for and had been accorded the privilege of borrowing books for hpme 
use (table 5, column 4). Is this grows registration, 12,831,000, or 
50.6 percent, were designated aa adult borrowers; 6,736,000, or 26 8 
percent, as juvenile, and 5,794,000, or 22,8 percent, wane not broken 
down into the categories of adult or juvenile. If the same ratio of 
adult to juvenile in the case of the distributed returns bolds for the 
undistributed, ‘the total registration would be 18,631,000 adult* and 
8,730,000 juvenile. In IMS, the total registration amounted to 
22301,000, in 1939, to 24,085,000. 

Registration in public libraries ha* shown only a alight increase 
during the past 12 years On the basis of figures alone, registration 
has cot kept pace with the increase, in the population of the Nation. 
Several observations might be mad* eohoeraing the use of registration 
as a measure of the extant of use by the community. One is that 
some libraries with mechanical and photographic charging equipment 
have been paying leas attention to formal registration and have been 
accepting other forms of identification ; and the other is that the library 
performs many services to the community such as reference work 
and use of periodicals and other materials within the building which 
do not involve the use of a bojrowar’s card. In addition, World 
War II slowed down the normal climb in regsatraSkm. 

CIRCULATION IN PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

The heading for Unis section should really be an inclusive. on*, *tioh 
M "Use of the public library/’ but unfortunately the replies to the 
question, "Number of reference and reading-aid transactions” are still 
ineufBeUnt tor a meaningfal tabulation. It has boon oeceswary again 
to omit the important function of ref wuoeeemce and to limit the 
measurement of library use to the number of velum® borrowed tor* 
homeuss,. /• . V 

For the purpose of comparability, the libraries, as In 1939 and 104S, 
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were asked to report circulation according to the definition formulated 
a number of yearn ago by the pibfaeaioo: 

Count om 1m each’ bound volume , pamphlet, or periodical lent for home 
we, from central llbYar? or mj a^ocey, aad each renewal. Do not count 
aa circulation. books wot to another library a^enc j within the same aretam 
where home circulation is tfountod In no c*m ehouM circulation be 
estimated. . . , (See p. 2 of form S-071, 1850, on p. 29 of this bulletin. 5 

The total home circulation reported by 5,753 library systems in 3950 
amounted to 354,006,000 volume* (table 0, column 3). The main 
library, the bmuciioe, and the sub branches accounted for 350,050,000 
of these volumes, or 93.0 percent, aad the bookmobiles for 26,788,000 
volumes, or 6 97 percent. In addition, a cttrolaUcm of 7,738,000 
volumes, or 2.01 percent, was undielribi^ied. This figure for book- 
mobiles is an indication of the growing importance of this means of 
making library service more accessible to the people. 

As compared to the total home us© of 384,606,000 volumes in I960, 
the corresponding figure for 1945 was 324,425,000 volumes, and for 
1939, it waa 415,924,000 volumes. In other words, at the outbreak 
of the Korean crisis, home circulation of public libraries had climbed 
from the low point noted at the dose of the World War IT period, but 
it had not yet reached the peak thieved just before the defense 
activities which preceded World War II. 

In the ease of the circulation from the main library, branches, and 
subbranehre, adult books accounted for 52.5 percent of the total, 
juvenile for 41,2 percent, aad undistributed (i. «, t not broken down 
into these two categories) for 6 34 percent. In the case of bookmobile 
circulation, the corresponding figures are: adult, 23 .5 percent ; juvenile, 
68.3 percent; and undistributed, §,22 percent. 

The per capita circulation of the reporting libraries is 3.37. In 
this calculate, only the population served is taken into account, not 
the total population of continental United States. 

Sines the modern library consider* its stock in trade, as noted 
previously, not only books, pamphlets, and periodicals, but also 
slides, filmstrips, films, sound recordings, photos, pictures, etc., the t 
use of there materials must be considered in the measurement of total 
service of a library to its community. In the ease of sound recordings, 
the reporting libraries had a total drculatkm of 1,967,000 for fiscal 
1050. They also issued for use outside the buildings total of 3,895,000 
photographs, pictures, and prints. Because of the lack of uniformity 
in counting the use of films, it has not bees possible to present national 
, figures cat the etreulaiiQQ of that type of nonbook materials. It m 
hoped that before the next quidrertnial &o£bc4ksa of public library 
data, ih* coast of Ska use wifi be standardusedL 
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INCOME AND ENDOWMENT OF PUBUC 
LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

The idea persist* in many quartere that public Kbrarie* are operated 
money received from endowm^nte or other private income 
Ttd* belief is incorrect, Am shown by the I 960 statistic* (table 7 ) 
public libraries received 1102 , 350 , 000 , or 87 4 percent, of Ureir io^on^ 
fmm Joea? public funds (appropriation* end tax hrUm authorised by 
cihf**, town#, townships, counties, end school districts, as well as 
money paid by school boards for contract service); from State grant*. 
$ 1 , 957 , 000 , or 1 . 6 r percent; from income on endowment or invented 
hmds ami from gift*, $ 5 , 694 , 000 , or 4.86 percent; from other aoum* 
{fince on overdue book*, fees from the rental book eoUection, mlm of 
wasvpap or, etc), $ 7 , 003 , 000 , or 5.98 percent; uadwtribuiod, 0 06 
percent. 

The trend in the distribution of source* of public library income m 
percentage* i* as follows 
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As shown by the preceding figures, the percentage of total income 
received from local public i unde ho remained high and steady dnrirer 
the pest 12 year*. In the eta* of State greats the small 
bas gradually increased from 0,5 to 18 and then to 1 67, * The per* 
cwitage of income from endowment and invested funds' bw shown is 
reality a alight decline because the groae income from that aonrce is 
1950 includes a lai^e amount not reported fortnerfy. 

State aMiatanre^o public libraries Was greatest aTth# South AUanUe 
regiw with a reported $695,63$. The East North C«»Uai remon 
fouowad with $535,236. m Mountain region recorded 'the kast 
Moount of State grants, 111,550. T K* r ~ o 

In the matter of income from endowment and in vested fends, tb* 
Middle Atlantic region led with a total of $2,978,000; New malmA 
followed with $1,562,000, and the Mountain region resorted the hks* 
$24,688. ' . ' ’’ 

Tho total endowment a# pubhc fibswy systems hi otm&rehta! 
btuU4 State* amounted to $87,971, TO. lit mg. thh fetal *# 
$37,694,000; hi 193V it was $38415,000, Thk huge 
tim period oea be accounted for by the fact that Qm m&p msm& oi m • 
reference department §• shaded' is, the 1950 figure. If lh£ 
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klter figure were deducted, the percentage for that tout?* would 
hove barn. 3 06 percent Now of this endowment iadudaa a n y toooey 
donated by Ao draw Carnegie through the Carnegie CorporeUoo of 
Now xorit. 1%M9 bttmietioM were solely for the constructs on of 
budding* and no money wn-pra for operation and maintenance, 
except in two eaaea. nrithor of which submitted a report for the 
compilation. The practice of making grants for the construction of 
budding* ceased in 1907“ 

EXPENDITURES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 

# 

The total operating expenditure* (excluding capital outlay) of the 
puWic libraries in cootfoeoiai United State* for the fiscal year ended 
m 1650; u reported to the Office of Education by 5,773 systems, 
amounted to $100,777 ,000 (table 8), These operating expenditure* 
included the amounts spent for library and building slat? salarire, 
looks and periodicals, binding and mending, audiovisual materials, 
and for all other purpose* (excepting capital outlay) In 1045, the 
operating expenditure* of the reporting Ubrsrae* amounted to 
$dl ,790,000; in 1939, to $48,823,000, 

(H the total distributed expend i urn* ($106,777,000). the sum of 
$85,422,000. or 39 8 percent, was uaed for library staff salaries, and 
If ,8i4,0O0 f or 8,04 percent, went for building staff salaries and wage* 
These figure* combined gyre for eaten os and wage* • total of 
$73,038,000, or 68,5 percent of the total expenditures 
Tbs amount *pem by public hbrerere in 1950 for books and pwodj. 
'"'*** 11 <,147,000, or 15,6 percent. Store so many libraries dki 

not s^w’Ms book expenditure* from those for periodicals, it m not 
poreibte to give separate percentage* tor books and for periodical* 
Cafoufoifoo* made from a representative poop of UbrarK* which did 
report the expandi Lure* for these purposes separately, showed that of 
the total book and periodical expenditure, 93.3 percent want far 
boom »nd 6,7 peroral for periodicals. Audiovisual material* pur- 
chased in 19 50 accounted for $313,264, or 0.28 percent of the total 
operating expenditure* of the reporting libraries. The outlay for 
binding and imsidlisg of library material totaled $2,707,000, or 
2 54 pretest, : : ' ' 

lrishureementa by public libraries for all other purposes (excluding 
capital outlay) amounted to $16,452,000, or IS 0 percent of the total 
operating expense reported. In category iris* lumped each items 
M psyrorejte for feet, heat, fight,' power, Water, and insurance An 
imdisiributed mm of $31,847, or 0.83 parrent, tree included m the 
tetei expenditures reported (tebte 8, cohinm 3). * 

la respsaatfo requests, kreae sskisg* m&retetiGC asa^iEia w~as 
for otekf i *ft% hodta;ijftd;for chihlrem’s pervidfo^ were ufofcgfod on the 
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1854) report form. The returns on this question irers do* .adequate 
to justify punting the tabulation, Only 1W libraries KU<med #m» 
question, *«d entered u spent a total amount of $636,207 for children's 
l*ooh» and 98,859 for children's periodical It 'appears that (be 
accounting systems of many public libraries do not bar* at present a 
breakdown of the ejcpecdituree for adult and juvenile reading materia]. 
It w hoped that in future compilation* three significant i terse of 
information may be obtained from the responding libraries. 

1’he trend m purpose of ©ipendjtqn. it revealed by the comparofans 
of the calculated pwenufsi for fiec»I years 1950, 1945, and 1939: 
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hrom uw fignrM. it m evident that the paccsintegs of 

total expenditures devoted to library staff eel* rift km b#an ma mmas 
during the period 1939 to 1950, and the peraeateg* spent tog books 
and periodicals has been decreasing during the mm* period. 

The proportions for (he different espsudhiars purposes ji»t shown 
afford a baaw for comparison with the ataadarde suggested by the 
American Library Atsootalepa. 11 

Am a ttamni nmm «opiiwbte m msajr pdte «w atos, te fetowte 
prt^erws^ af espsa&tatm «ar be ngyrtefc W par ansi ter tear* 
• y * r4a *: * pwewrt for boofca, perioteto, eed ttefag- aad * pareaai to 

otesropwastegespsadteww. *- -* 1 — - — -rrrlrtj ‘it \m V \ 

eiu®, it nmj bs (htobb to adept a «4-!7«-lT4 pwete ntffe to tew 
thne tucaa. Wh***v«r teSrtoMtoi totrafe t§ uaadl te Mat fir*-j-it 
sbouy be tares •wwgb to prete* fu&S* to both wtoto sad 

books, Wbsa total library totoaw per oaptta is wrwxaiy below tested, 
H n^r be to wuttom to tested (wepsHtow ia mgmmmm. 

Per capita operatic axpestditure m often used as a meam of niwi 
uning ralitin fin a nc i al support far public libraries th~. wfaw 

StMtm and «#»*, It ia at best a rough saaaMuw md mod be xned 
with «item cantum if p reriw s campariaona ta aong-bt. MAttylaohani 
Mit« into the alu&tkax, meb m quality of Berrios rendered, detest of 
branch system, characteristic# of Ac popuIatMO served, 
of buildup, serrioeabiiily of th* fchrary whhiiqg, a,-nouct of volanhe*# 
ssnrie®, ami other*. 

In the caleulaifan of the* per m$At* Bgaem (taU® §. erJ ama |J) 
only the iiu mlar of pmm (I m pmm) m the tma iwvrf by tte? 
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Hvrtuk> ni" included, not tin* totd number m tic 
* ute -. J** tmarrred population* in the State* and tic population# 
wrved by nonreporting hbrarire a re not included in tic calculation 
ITs* operating per capita of 96 oroia for the «*manental Umtod State* 
represent*. tnerefore, only t&Mf lihrarie* which reported thwr total 
ripocoiturc* In 1945, tit* per capita 70 cents. and m i w.w 
jt m%t 62 rente, 

TTimi apparent gwn in per capita expenditure* fa* Ire somewhat w hen 
chtogee m the purehaang power of tie dollar are taken into account 
Although tit C onaumer Pnoe Index i# related directly ui eonsuuu r 
txpeffkuiure# and hoi to library operation* it Joes giro sonic nicbfe 
uoo of coat trend* even for libranre Adjunuvi for changes in the o.m 
of living and expressed m 1947-49. dollars, * tie { >cr capita library 
operating expenditure* girth m the preceding paragraph bewmr 
w 4 ernts for 1950; 910 com* for 1945, and 194 .4 rent* for 19,19 
liree figurre indicate that the financial support of public hbrsnre 
i» probably not Aerpiiig up with tie declined* the value of the dollar 
The per capita* when oonaukred Man- thy State «bow variation* 
a* follows. 

* .V*as» it 


lem than J7 rent* . , . 

ff to 49 Mala r , ... 

® to 74 MOM , 

1$ to 99 rent* , i 

$ 10 © to * 1 * 4 * 

It SI Mad oxer , 

•f 

The rang# for States t« from 26 cents to Ji 7 a 
Wte» oonaoumhor re^pon*. tie New England region abowed lie 
laige^ per capita exp^xditnre, |1 4«, The East North Central moon 
wa» next witfc SI . 25 , anil *h# Eaet South Central region showed the 
l™ 8 * expeoaiture, $0 32 per capita, 

3 UVMi ' ogorea may be ooittraate*! with the recommendation* of the 
American Library Aaaociabon “ 

Per ‘’»latiBuin'‘ preview 
Foe ‘-gussT ererkie . . . 

Far 



oftpiiai outlay reported by public libraries for fiscal i9.so 
•awtiatea V> $4,393,000 (table 8, ooiumn J2). In 1945 im war wear) 
i* mm 11,216,000; and in 1939, it wm 12.699.000. Aa defined on tire 
report mm L tt» taro ^capital outlay- included exnenditiu** for 
umwy o natfings, mim, addition*, He, Tic total iw»rted re not a 
fi gure, because expenditure* f or . budding ooaatnicUon do 
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not appcpr generally m the library budget, but are earned on a sop 
arat-e city or other Recount, * ** 

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 
BY AMOUNT OF OPERATING EXPENDITURES 

The sr/.o of the annual operating budget has an important effect 
upon the adequacy of public library service, Autlwriliea on publu 
library finance. stated m 1047 that the minimum coat of the essential 
element* iti mi efficient unit of isbrmUservice t* $37,500.“ Confirm- 
*«£ tin 4 figure are the conclusions in the 1944 study made by Lowell 
Nfartn^ ,e lb found that even modest essential elements of good 
service were not attained with any regularity in the group of public 
libraries examined, until the $40,000 income bracket and above was 
reached The Postwar Planning Committee of the American Li- 
brary Association recommended that the figure should he raised, to 
#60.000 to mhet 1947 cost levels. In I960, the Public Library Inquiry 
under the auspices of the Social Science Research Council set 
$HX), OOO as the approximate minimum annual budget for adequate 
public library service, * 

in these recent statements, the specialists on library finance have 
not mentioned at all the figure of $6,000 set ift 1943 as the minimum 
annual budget on which a small, independent library unit could pro- 
vide service of a limited sort, 17 The current philosophy is that no 
small library should attempt to operate on such a araaU income but 
should become a part of df*»ffUiate itself with a larger administrative 
unit having the combined support* of the optimum size previously 
indicated, , - * 

c Against throe figures, it is revealing to compare the distribution of 
public kb ranes by the amount of operating expenditure* for 1950 
(table 9). Calculated from the financial statistics reported by 6,773 
library systems, the percentages are as follow*: 
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Wrom the preceding figures, it can be noted that 29.3 percent of 
the public Library systems in continental United State* were operating 
f 1960 on ^nual budget* of leas than 11,000; and 89.9 percent, on 
1** than $25,000. Moreover an actual count of system* with ex- 
penditure* of $50,000 or more showed that only 4.10 percent at the 
total bad that amount, ecnaidered evan in 1947* as m&cmmn lor ade- 
quate, effective service. In 8 States, not a single Library system bad 
an aimual budget of $50,000 or over. * ‘ . 

1 he trend in the amount of financial support for public libraries 
can be seen by a comparison of the percentages of iibrarire filing in 
various expenditure group* during the years 1950, 1945? and 1839; 
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On the bask of the preceding figure*, the percentage of libraries 
with reasonably adequate support has increased noticeably during 
the past 12 years, while" the percentage of those with such amah 
simuij budget* aa $1,<X» or $4^00 haa decreased considerably. The 
gain in better support, m relatively alight, however, when the factor 
of inflation h taken into account. • 

PERSONNEL EMPLOYED IK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

SYSTEMS 


The total ^ personnel employed to operate the public libraries in 
continental. United States, with 0,098 systems reporting, amounted 
to 44,415 employees, of whom 26,457 were full-time and 17,958 wmm 
part-time (table 10). Of the total psreonnsi 14,817, or 33.4 oereant, 
ware dasaified a* wrring in prefcakmal powdons; 8,353, or 18.8 
percent, w«« filling subpro frerional position*; 15,475, o? 34.8 peresnt, 
occupied clerical and other type* of johaj and 5,709, or 13.0 percent, 
comprised the building maintanatwi staff. In 1945, tbs number of 
employees reported to th* Office of Education totaled 37,389, kwhmk 
22,8/3 were tufl-tua* and 15,069 {Mridmi vorbu; in 1939, the total 
numbjrjki 34,193, M k&omjjyffir 

14 is »m h* pore&k b gfrw afugy wnmwy «| On 
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(lorm S -07 1 , 1950) for differentiating professional, subprofeesional 
and clerical position# were formulated by the library profess ion itsdfl 
but they are not univerwdly followed. In some cases, furthermore, 
local eiril-eerviee classification schedules prevent uniformity from dtv - 
to city, and from State to State. There in also the problem of expre*. 
«ng part-time workers in terms of full-time equivalents so that the 
number of man-years required to operate a library or a group of li- 
braries can be given. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 
>uY I HE NUMBER OF HOURS OPEN PER WEEK 


The number of hours that a library is op^n for service is one measure 
of its usefulness to the community. A library which is open only 
a few days a week or only in the afternqpn wUl not reach normally 
aa many segm^pte of the community as tfill one which has its doors 
open morning' afternoon, and evening at least 5# or 6 dayi per week. 

The analysis of the 1950 data (tabloij) shows that £sg5 central 
Unrariee, or 47.9 percent, of the reporting libraries ware avtilablefor 
service to their communities lees than 25 hours per week (which could 
mean: open 6 hours a day for 4 days a week). Of the total, 796, or 
U. 7 percent, reported service boors of lees than 5 hours per week. 
At the other end of the scale, 364 central libraries, or 14.3 percent, 
were available to their communities over 60 hours weekly. If only 
those central libraries with service hours of 72 or more per week are 
considered, the total is 199, or 3.30 percent of the total A 72-hour 
schedule co^id mean 12 hours a day for each of the 6 weekday. 

( R *Eotild oe noted that these data are only for the central library 
of the systems, and do not rover the hours of opening for branch 
libraries. In addition, it is well to bear in mind that the «*e of the 
population served and the type of district m which the library a 
located are i actors affecting the optimum number of hours of opening. 

A comparison of these current data on the number of hours of 


open leee than 24 hour# per week has decreased.' The number *of 
libnriM opm. 60 hours or More to their cotGffiualtie# menAmd 
slightly. In pneral, no marked change has taken place in the number 
of hours during which central libraries are available to their com * 
mumUm, 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 


BY POPULATION SERVED 



The population rise of the unit of support hre received much atfea- 
ikm from surveyors of bbrary *srriee TbvyhaVe ik* 
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ibly large popatetipa group— normally at leaat 25,000 persons It 
m*y be significant, therefore, to note the distribution by population 
poup# of the 6,028 public library systems in continental United States 
aa reported to tbs Office of Education for fiscal 1950, 

Following grouping* used by the United States Bureau of the 
v.«nsys, tne enslyri* (table d2 r . columns. 3-10). shows that 5,134, or 
8o.2 percent, served population groups under 25,600* and 894, or 

14.8 percent, served population group® of 25,000 and over, la 1945 
the corresponding percentages were 88,7 and 1 1,3: in 1939, they were 

90.8 tod 9,2. . , . 3 

Again, of all public library systems resorting for 1950 to the Office 
°f Education, 57;fl percent served areas with populations of lees *K«n 
5,uW, and only 6,05 percent served areas with population* of 60 nO0 
and over. In 1945, the companding figum wei 03.6 parent and 
»,9 percent;* and in 1939, W,8 percent served areas with populations 
ot less than 6,000, but po figures were available for the population 
group of 50,600 and over. 

The foregoing data show that although ib^e has been a trend 
toward larger units of population as a base for public librarr service 
the increase has not been great. If die growth in population during 
the 12 year* is . taken into account, the trend may be said to be slight. 

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEMS 
BY SIZE OF GEOGRAPHICAL AREA SERVED 

Am to mnovation. an item on the sum of the geographical area 
i<rT ^ }>T As Public library system was introduced into the collection 
of statistics for 1950, *ttm purpose was to obtain tome idea of the 
•mount of terriunym sqnareimles oovered&y tha individual systems; 
that 3>, Wiiouisr me annua w trati vs emits were predominantly compact 
,itt3e areas. large ***«, or something in between. On the -basis of 
3,412 libraries which reported on this item, the data (table 13)- shew 
toat 1,905 libraries serve areas of 10 sonare mass or l&m ; 558, areas 
<n 25.1 to 56 square miles; and m t areas of 1,000 square miles and 
0w f' }l kopwi that in futare compOatiafiSaU libraries, ixwtead of 
only 55.0 perojHjt, w® report on this geographical item. Complete 
returns might fumiab a km for some •^trifbant observations, muds 
as mati orwRips af was of area to nurabef of branches needed, 

Mtent c* bookreoW* service, per capita em, and other element*. 

BOOKMOBILE SERVICE 
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horary service to rural and suburban areas. Ever* cities hare found 
boonnooilee to be particularly suited for serving the outakirta not vet 
sufficiently built up to justify a library branch. subbrancJi, or *tau'on. 

Reporta from 6,038 public library systems sod from 43 State library 
exteosion agencies afrowed that 603 bookmobiles were operating in 
eontmenW United States during fiscal year I960 (table 24), Of this 
total, 83 were owned by cities, 284 by counties, 117 by city-county 
arrangement, and 33 by the State library extension agendas. These 
bookmobiles were the property of 486 public library systems and 12 
State library agencies, The greatest number of bookmobile* waa found 
in the South Atlantic region with its total of 201 bookmobiles. The 
East North Central region followed with 1 10, The Mountain region 
had in» t@evi number , 11. 1 he state- with the largest number of book - 

mobiles in operation, 87, »m North Carolina, Mitomiri followed with 
4oj and Ohio was next wi.tn 47 On the basis of the returns, there 
wen only 7 abates which nad no bookmobiles in operation within their 

bond are. , , .• 7 

Inform ation waa sought abo concerning the number of regularly 
scheduled service stop* made by the bookmobiles. Since the re- 
spondents gave various mterpretntiona to this item, it is posable to 
give only the distribution figures for the total number of stops made 
by the bookmobiles of the reporting systems. Of the 464 reporting * 
on this jtom, 214 stated that they had !«• than 50 scheduled stops; 
141 radicated 60 to 99 stop*; 69 gave the interval s* 100 to 149 stops- 
raid 40 had over 150 stops, 

IIhi frequency of visits to, the regularly scheduled stops alto was 
analysed. As reported by the 477 library systems operating book- 
mobiles, It stated that the average number of days. between visits 
wsa sees man 7 ; 67 indicated 7 to 13 days; ] 9Q gave the Interval aa 14 
to 21 days; 73 gate it as 22 to 28 dtyi; and 132 set the figure aa 29 
days and oyer. Tables are not included in this bulletin fo/either ihe 
number of regularly scheduled service stops made by the bookmobile 
or frequency of visits. ^ , 

The effectiveness of the bookmobile as ah agency for library service 
has keen noted already in the discussion on dccnletaon (table 6) . 

MAJOR DATA FOR LIBRARIES GROUPED BY 
UNIT OF SUPPORT 

■ 8 . ■ ■■■ : - :y‘-- . - S'. •* ?v : s' •• ' • ' ■ ; • ■ : - , " . • g , • 

bulletin, the reporting 6, 028 public Hbraiy systems 
w«w classified by mat, ef support (tohie l), Boilto t0diffe^4lt , gsou^>- 
i * s i* ware found to be poehMa: C5ty {sr town, towuhto. whod dfr- 
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Wben ornate major statute data are assembled by this grouping, 
i-ie corapnauoa (table In) show# some teteresting /art* about to© 
pro^. 1 - rolauve atoaagtbB of the ,irio M types. No trends, can be 
no^d, h< ) w eV er / oeoauee no previous comparable figure exist. 
ia# pul * c n,,I ^7 ^f-h it* unit of support restricted to tb© city. 

S Tf ’°L vu '^. number of persons, 88,533.000, or 

5i .u percent, 01 Ui© total population reported. Against this figure 
stmuto tM contrasted the population served by Ubr^v'svswms which 
receive their support from a wider baso^rouirty; regional, city- 
townaaip, a tv-county, dty^cbonl district, and independent brtutehee 

t! 5KT* The VWM* ^Hed by their services 

! 4l ' 0tn ’^ Ju ' or 35 7 percent The school-district public libraries 
a m*> concentrated m a few States, served 4,855,000 person*, or 4.22 

percent of the total served. - 

Is Sie matter of volumes owned, the city, or town-euoported 
bbmus contained 95,363,600 volum«. or 66.6 percent of tire total. 
W the tot*} votumes added during t050 by all the reporting Hhrsries ’ 
60.9 parowtoia be rented to the Ubmriee supported toMy by dtyo^ 
uiwn. Th B noranw wnn cue wider b*m of support, as identified in the 
preceding pwa^apn, owned 36,605,000 volumes, or 24.9 percent, of 
, “**“> squired 3 1.8 percent of the total added in 1050. The 
scnool-distrjct type of libraries conumed 7,497,000 volumes, or 5.24 
percent oi the total, and their additions during the year amounted to 
4.94 percent of the total added. 

Of Otr total annual operating expeowa. the city or town group 
^tmted for *77,053,000. or 70.2 pertwnt. The Ubrary 

TL ^ su|^ «^ 135,967,000, or 23 .6 percent 

Orths total, i he •ehool-distoct public libraries disbursed $5,143 000, 
ory.69 percent of the total axponditure* of thereporting Ubren« 
rier tointos »hsri applied to public library figurw milst bo used 
Piaerahy with cauteon. W hm calculated for tfa* number of volumes 
o™a end number of volume added durihg I860, they do bring to 
hgtit some ^pufioant variation* (taw* 15, column* 5 and 7). Fay 
m towt atppurtsfi type «f library was rendering 
*tv« to us community into 1.43 volumes per capita,- toe dtv- 
sc^KH omrt, With IA 1 . The library group with the school district 
JJ toe nnis of support is jaat a little )nghar with 3 .54. On the other 
“*?“* »-* to*ar*a with coanfcy support «■ their baas had^oniy 0.73 

^ to t&QM ff iw 

*1^ * ma3U ffWg ^ have a still lowwr 


to* ©aenty- 


of hoo% stoak. 


wttSot feiys not feed toss# for ih» 
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are building up ihrar book collections. Calculations from the statistics 
show that tbs city-supported type of libraries added volumes at the 
rate of 0.08 book per person in 1 ©50; the school-diatnet type at the 
rate of 0.09; and city-school district at the rate of 0.09. On the 
basis of the returns, the county and the regional libraries are falling 
behind, for they acquired volumes only at the rate of 0.07 and 0.06 
volume* respectively - 


Further evidence of variation appear* when the per capita operating 
expenditure is examined (table 15, column J I). The type supported 
by the city or town alone has an annual per capita operating axpamdi- 
tur* of *1.15; the school-district type, 11.06, and the type in which 
there » joint city and school district support, $1.17. Agaimt these 
%ur« should be set the oouaty-supportcd library group with a $0.65 
per capita, and the regjfcmal group with a $0.34 expenditure per capita 
for the population served. 

With due allowance for the dangers involved in baaing conclusion* 
on per capita*, it mmom evident that the county library and the 
regional library ware considerably below the dty or town, the school 
district, and the cdr-school district types in the matter of the number 
of volumes available for Barvioe. nuniber of volumes bung added 
annually, and financial support. The foregoing facta are presented sc 
the results derived from mathematical cateulation*, and no attempt 
has bean made to go into underlying causes. 

An analysis of the pemntage of the total disbursement* bating 
devoted to book and periodical expenditures reveals a ooruodeVahle 
variation The libraries drawing their aupport ham the city or town 
showed the lowest percentage budgated for that purpose 14.1; th« 
dtj-eehool district had the seme; the school rfVtrirt frfnTp of TTbrafas 
spent a higher proportion, 18.0. The county libraries and the iwgiocal 
hbmnes, with which the previous cotxipariaosks have been made, ware 
devoting a much higher peroentag* of their bodg*ta ($3.3 paro»t and 
a0,9 percent, respectively) to the acquisition ol hooks niwf jin in i Hush 

The perron Uge of the total disbursement which vat far staff 
salaries dues not show m great a variation, whw tfca mfaut typae 
ol libraries are maridersd. T%» U |W traa tha rlty artruif dftafcW 
group, with 63 J percent. The city or town type s3bw*»d #04 far 
that purpose, and the whoohdktriet type, 5S4p*fo«t ^ 
supported group was not far behind, with 57.6 p s re a nt ; the gegfa 
^rexiaa devoted 514 percent. The Mbrariea with thrir 
<farived jointly from a eiy and a townehln afistted the fawwri Wf* i 
cantiige of the budget to staJ aaiariee, 464. The m d Mn 
obtamiaf insane aeialy ham th " * * * ' zzrzs 

badge* for that pu rpose, 464. 


ruwv mATWtim, i»i# 23 

Pu'But^LIBRARY SYSTEMS IN THE OUTtYING 
, PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

* ***•' 3 Cranes out of 10 submitted 

W OTn *' Il "* e •> “<™« reported thst they served e touj pooule- 

3°m l jhmm l Wrn ‘^. lg ' M0 »5* P« cepite), ud sdded 

5W78 vota, ** ** ‘ rep0r “ d iU *™“* i "rruledo^ 

npc ? k * A *“ k “ bbrariee spent for ennuel opermtion 

?! 8 ptK T i 10 “brary etefr'eslsriee,’ 

J .87 permit to Duiioing etefl seism, end 24.3 peroeot to book, ud 

Penouxase. ,oe eimuet operating expendi lure per cepite for the 
lures unrenes wm 88 cunts. Of the toul expenditures of *18,703 

oo« utawy •cooim^d fw li^ooo, 

.A*?. .T««<tory ofRxwsii, there ere four pithlie library emteras. 
eh of watch submitted reports The*, libraries served 483.006 oer- 
»<», owned 388,817 rolumee (0.78 per oepitel.radded 35,334 rolumee 

' “ d 1,781,000 voIuim for home use. The 

snsei:— . horary -OuteiMd 38,8*7 volumes; the leigeet. *04,835. 

.f vJ 0 ^ !?*”““ libr * rt " -Peot for ennuel operation *808,878, 
uf -breu ,1,3 percent went lor library stuff eel knee, 5 34 perrant for 
huudiag Steu, end 11.8 percent for books end periodic-els The 
operating expenditure per capiU wee *103. One of these libraries 
bed e totnl expenditure of *337,443, end the other thrae were cether 
pm shove or below the *403)00 figure, sst by the ^eeralsM. onbbrai^ 
baenee — the eiaouat neoessery in continents! United Stetee to eneble 
» eMWy «ry»i«ai 10 perform its fcmotiona la a*** > ttM 

Um ioers* ^ * Tarriioml appropriaon, and in the 

* ***&%& vwa in Jort* whereby tie county 

10 “ , * orpor “ <d “ ■** 

lo^ptni* 0* 4 UKrwtwin Hawaii, m fuiUune and 44 tmutimo 

* -ere full-tone pr^ranon^ 

* y„ * Bl »erie« hue e begs geographical tree to'eerve. 

* *®*M «f 1® oetfrai HbnuiwL brands 


~ ^ «WaiU*d . 
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®a&«os, 7,59 percent for building staff aalarie*, and 16.6 peroent for 
books end periodicals. • 

SELECTED DATA ON STATE LIBRARY 

AGENCIES 

Under the definition of a public library used in this bulletin, many 
of the State libraries and library commissions could be included 
Those agencies are indeed libraries “which provide free library service 
of a general nature to the people of it* oommimity''— in this cm® the 
State, It has seemed appropriate, therefore, to compile statistics 
on these agencies, or at least on that department which renders and 
promotes general library service throughout the State (table 18), 

Such a compilation i* beset by certain complications, Although 
many Slate* have independent romnuseim*, the sole purpose of which 
is to further public library services, a number- have State libraries 
which perform other functions, such a* archival, legislative refers*, 
and servicing of legal literature. In this latter ease, it is difficult to 
segregate the collections, the staff, and the finances to (how precisely 
what is devoted out of the total fatalities to extension purposes and to 
the rendition of what amounts to public library service, Conse- 
quently the preceding facts should be kept in mind is m rag the data 
on the agencies which are Stats libraries. 

The number of volumes owned by the State library ageeoiea, with 
7 not included, was 8,380,000 volume* a figure whkh could be added, 
with the caution just mentioned, to the 143,931,000 held by the public 
libraries (table 3> column 6). With 8 agencies not included, a total 
oreuktion of 6,843,000 volumes was recorded, a figure which * irveysc* 
of public library sarvioe might combine with the 384,606,000 eirtnda- 
tion for public libraries (table 6, column 3), - f 

As indicated previously, there are difficulties involved in trying to 
differentiate between purely extezmon workers and those engaged in 
other library functions. With six not included, ihe agencies reported 
that of the total 1,091 full-time staff, 44,3 percent wore rrfmhinil. 
8.08 percent, subp rof es ai ocal ; 42.2 percent, clerical and other (wr- 
otoding building staff); 3.12 psroaot, building staff; and 
undistributed under any one of these categoric* 

• Operating sxpcnditurct of 43 reporting Stale sgsmaaes amountsd to 
63864,000 (table 16, column 10). Of th*, ths State hhmrias a* 
counted for 62,597,000, with 61,768,000, or 68.1 percent, spas* lor 
hbtaiy staff sahim* and $461,593, or If 8 peroesi, for boeh# aad^ 
TPWMSeafo, The hw kpyadus t Ifiwssy saam s fo ri as* : aoeowatsd for 
. 81^7,000 of tha-to^. Of tWa ammmt, $799,738, # ms pmtm, 
was dWroroed for library staff atarie* sad 6637,664, Or $68 p ss fi t, 
for boohs «md poriadtiak 4 
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The travel item to be rekUy significant should be related to the 
Hj^ofirepnicai sire of the State, the number of library units to be 
* v »«^* arid the stags of library development. Although this inter- 
resting his not been done, there figures ere presented. Tbs total 
spent for travel purposes amounted to $78,548. In the care of the 
reporting State libraries (which as previously noted perform numerous 
functions), the range in the amount spent for travel was $8,200 to 
$98, with s median of $1,850. The library extension commissions 
showed a range for travel expenditures from $5,551 to *180, with a 
median of $1,409, 

A% attempt, was made to find oit exactly what the State agencies 
sere spending for public library extension services, exclusive of State 
aid (table 16, column 18). The 31 agenda* reporting on this item 
recorded a total of $1,584,000 as so spent. Of the others, 11 stated 
that they could not segregate the expenditures and 6 did not report 
The total in column 18 it not in addition to but ia included in the total 
of column W of table 10, The data regarding the number of book- 
mobiles operated during 1050 by the State agendo* are combined with 
tbo«s for the public libraries (table 14 ^column 2). 

UNPUBLISHED PUBLIC LIBRARY DATA IN THE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

The Uffic* of Education ha* ^on file returns from 6,03d library 
systems in ooatiaecta] United State* and it* outlying part* submitted 
in response to its request for data ‘oovermg the fiscal year ended in 
J050* Of the respondent*, 6,028 are from the United States, and 8 
from the outlying parts. Budgetary limitations have prevented the 
publication of all of the data obtained on the report form. On file in 
*tb OSes of Education, and available to investigators, are facts 
reported on such items a*: Dates on wfripfc Hbrarka were founded; 
authorities in whom is vested the power of appoihtiaeat of the chief 
librarian ; boating of the central libraries; number of intoriibrary 
loans; r^trcoce aad reading-aid t raas a ctioai ; pereeonai ciaarifiad 
oy type of petition; amassed valu atio n of supporting governmental 
unit; ret* el feet! taxation; and further breakdown of receipts and 
afpeoditure*. These data are available tor consultation and special 
atitdks at the Uffiea of Education, Department of Health, Education, 
and WsBara, Wsriwngtnrj, D, C. ■ ; . 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


cm bf said of the current status of this institution cnn earning 
whicli the United Sut« Commi»oner of Education, John Eaton, 
wrote in 1871: 


Public libraries sir si ana* so Unportsut means sad * valuable lads* of 
education . Year by year tiu* office should be able to present tbs 
growth of this valuable stmUarr to sil forms of cultor* 1 * 



, *• 
•"■if . 

-< > 

, * 

^ - 


This comptUtion has brought to light g among other facte, the 
following significant statistics for the 6,028 public library system* 
which reported information to the Office at Education for the fiscal 
year which ended during 1950: 

a 

Total population served by reporting libraries. , 114, 96A, 780 

Number of volumes added during year, . _ _ „ . , 9 830, 768 

Number of volumes at end of fiscal 1950 , 143, 981, 016 

Number of volume* per capita for population served j *4 

Number of volume* wculated during I960 , 605, 6*5 

ClmthttloQ par capita for popuiattoa served*,. k *7 

Bourn* of 1 m@m in pereeuLagee : 

U**I pufette fund* 1 §7,4 

State funds. . , ... 17 

Endcrvraecti and Uiv$Mment funds inoome, 4 g 

Other sources , . ... go 

l ndistributed. ... g j 

Total annual opening etpendiiures *100 percent! *109, HB, 834 . 

Ihnary staff jmlaria* . --- -- . . < W.« psreeot) *64 4m. gei 

staff salarieaaad wage*. ... (8.0 psreeet) 87, 514 IU 

Books and periodicals.. {11,8 pweni) *17,146.81* 

Binding aad mtotadtag percent) *4m*6§ 

Airtlovtoul materia*. -! - .(0-1 percent) *814*81 

other <$er*Uag expenditures . .(15 0 psrwut) *1448*888 

Exparvliljjr per -capita for population served ig, 6S 

Tetolendowmwa^., — -- — **7.070.871 

Total number of library employees.... 44,41* 

Full-time... r „ T _,.. J 26 , 46 ? 

Part-time. ....... .... 17,958 

Nue^» el rrrg * » S cruU Ubrgriaae deluded la total..,. ... . I4,«rf 

...» . . — ------ . 14 174 

ftut-Offie........ '*-*+*. 1 . * 4 * 

Percent of libraries serving population groups <rf has than 5,000 . 57 * 

Pereent of libraries with tummy stjecdttists <rf fees than *1,000.. go. * 

Percent ct libraries vrith annual mtpeoditawe of more than *46,060 4. if 

Number tfesettatlfcnwle^tattsefcsa,^ >» fa* 

H«nber of bo ofaeobilea in o p a r t d o n ... aa 

•C.&OaasesesasrWftMM. **■* . . ft ** WmMmm. ©. cn,' it 

: " 1 - v -- >T. ---id A".-' 

* . ‘ X . * , > •* A-: ,»• ‘y 

.. . , . . - ito ^ a - H 

a4sj^^*>as^^ IT ;w T 


TOBUC I.IBRXRT m-ATtmiC^, 1953 

Number of public library .ystsnw. by unit of .upport <*«un 

Oty, town, or Viliam*. 

Toim*Hlp 

Sebooi district 

County 

fUglooat . . . . 

C^y^towoehip. , 

CUy-oounly 

(Nty-#fbool district . ... . 

imlep^ndfnt branch of aousty library 

Qtt&t t*ueh a* women * club*, association*. esiduw- 
taeofr). 

Quantitatively, public libraries have grown au<l am growing steadily 
but slowly. Any gams for li brands must he evaluated in the light of 
tbe i4.$ percent increase in the population of continental United 
Stat« i from 1940 to 1950. Many of the elastic* printed m the 
preceding pages indicate, moreover, that these agenda at the mid- 
point ot the twentieth century are still weD below the achievement of 
mear nil! potentiality of educational serncee to the Nayon. 

0ur ismden are stressing the need for an undemanding, 

wupd-uunking citk^ry whose judgment am baaed on full access to 
information. Our educators am emphaiming the importance of con- 
unuing one f s edueayon and training after schooldays am over Our 
mduwinai leaders am urging the aeoeasity of mom competence in the 
trenea, buaineaa, And tha profusions. Our cultural and mlieous 
leaden am pleading for greater appmaation of the fine arts, the 
humanities, and the inspirational activities of life in the public 
** G*atui*» often oteriookad and aegbeted, theme leadam 

f 4 ■-*&■ ^gwg- j wfaida. if adequately sup- 

ported aim staffed, could make an even mom significant contribution 
toward meeting those 'heads of the Nation. 
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Table 3. Number oj public library lytUm,, diitribuUd by number */ tvlumes at t*J «/ 

year, by Stair; Fiscal WSO J 
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Table 4, — H&Utng'- of mfsctlUmt&MS $ i&ck r* bmhtic Ukr&ry systems, k? StmJg: 
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